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"Political recognition of n foreign state or

government is primarily a matter of intention. Suct

recognition may be e:<press or implied, but to bring

about recognition by implication the act nust be a2

unequivocal ono and of such character ~s clearly to

indicate that recognition was intended or is inescapable,

as for example, by the exchange of diplomatic and

consular officers, the negotiation of a treaty, etc."

-G. H. Hacb,orth, Legal ~dviser, Dcpartment of State,

memorandum,' Dec. 13, 1940.

Ii •••1.s often happens, the doctrine of implied

recognition h~.s been more conspicuous in th~ writin(~s of

authors thcln in the practice of sto.tcs. In the lit.er"ture

of intcrn'..tionccl law it has often appec.red under the

more innocuous name of modes of recognition. It is true

that reCOGnition may be r;ronted in a m'tnner other thcJ1

an express 2lld formal dcclClration to that effect. In

this sense we are justified Dl referring to various

modes of recognition. But it is permissible to SPc~(

of modes of recognition only SO long as we keep in mind

the fact that we are entitled to treat a pnrticular

act as amounting to recognition only when there is no

doubt ns to the intention to recognize. otherwise,
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and this is what happens with perplexing regularity, we

r~~ the d~ger of introducing the vagaries of implied
recognition through the backdoor of modes of recognition.
Recognition is primarily and essentially a matter of
intention. Intention cannot be replaced by questionable
inferences from conduct. Such inferences particularly

inappropriate whe~ the general attitude of tho State in
question points to its continued determination to deny
recognition. -Lauterpacht, Recognition in Internationnl

Law, PP. 370-371, 405-406.
;;£2 1) oj 2>j""} EYX I±J 9-1 a'Jl i!;lm -oj] tJl 'li. -t-~.7~ oJ flHIJi= 1954

<PI "r''!1<UtJ 19554'9-J a* (JR35l) • ~~"';)"'r 1972 ';Pl

EY7;:[fu r UI]-,,-'l1 J 1l:Hcjl-'i ~"" ljiJjJ<tr92..£ -fi-.5!.-"1 ~r :u

:[£22) }]1~;iE (18) "'~ (19) ~ ~

,iI 23) Quincy Wright, Sone thoughts about recognition, American

Journal of Internation~l Law. 1950.
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